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Who will take their place? 

 
  I’m working on trying to read/listen through the Bible in one 
year.  I’m not very far alone, just about finished with Exodus, so I 
have quite a ways to go.  (You could join me in this, too, if you like). 
 I was reading Exodus 31, and God opened my eyes and gave 
me a wonderful reminder.  In these last chapters of Exodus, one of the 
main topics is the construction of the Tabernacle, the traveling 
“worship tent” of Old Testament Israel.  It was a big job, and would 
require a lot of expertise in putting it together not just so that it would 
work, but so that it would be beautiful and God-honoring at the same 
time.  It was quite the building project.  Here is what God had to say to 

Moses about how the work would get done: 
 

 (Exodus 31:1-6 NIV) Then the LORD said to Moses, 2  "See, I have chosen Bezalel son of Uri, 
the son of Hur, of the tribe of Judah, 3  and I have filled him with the Spirit of God, with skill, 
ability and knowledge in all kinds of crafts-- 4  to make artistic designs for work in gold, silver 
and bronze, 5  to cut and set stones, to work in wood, and to engage in all kinds of craftsman-
ship. 6  Moreover, I have appointed Oholiab son of Ahisamach, of the tribe of Dan, to help him. 
Also I have given skill to all the craftsmen to make everything I have commanded you: 

 
  Every year in July, we say goodbye to our current vicar, and that can be a difficult time.  As we get to 
know these young men (and their wives when married), we grow to love them and really miss them when they 
leave.  However, this is a much wider issue than we might realize. 
 Over the past 5 years or so, Light of the Hills has experienced the loss of other wonderful people.  
Some of these people were very energetic workers in the congregation, some served on the staff.  Others were 
quiet or maybe not as visible, but they served God in ways that were significant.   
 Where did they go?  Most of them have simply moved out of the area, to the Midwest for school or 
work, to Southern California or Arkansas for jobs, and so on.  Some of them have entered eternity and are 
awaiting the resurrection of the dead.  
  As a pastor, this can be discouraging at times.  Such wonderful, important people, doing such valuable 
work inside and outside the congregation no longer are part of the Light of the Hills family.  I must confess 
that at times, I wonder how we might be able to replace the people who leave. 
  But look at how the Lord provided for the Israelites in the verses above.  God chose Bezalel and filled 
him with the Spirit of God to do the work.  He to Bezalel, Oholiab, and all of the craftsmen all the skills and 
abilities they would need.  Later on in Exodus, the Lord moved mightily among the people to give generous 
offerings to provide what would be needed for the construction. 
 What a gracious God we have, who always provides what we need!  Time after time at Light of the 
Hills, I have seen God bring the right people to the right task at the right time.  And when individuals or fami-
lies have moved on to other callings, God has provided new people to take on their responsibilities.  He has 
given them skill, insight, wisdom, and everything needed to do what He wants to do here in this place. 
 More than that, our Savior is using the people who have left our fellowship for great things!  He has 
sent them out as missionaries into other churches, as they carry the joy and spirit of the Gospel with them from 
Light of the Hills.  I have heard from many of our former members who are doing the work that God has given 
them in new places.  There, He continues to fill them with His Spirit, gives them skill, ability and knowledge 
in all kinds of things, and leads them into sharing the good news of Jesus Christ with the world. 
 This is true of each of us.  God may call us to a new place or a new task. But whenever He does, He 
will always provide the strength, wisdom, and knowledge to do what He asks us to do. 
 

 God bless you, 
 

 Pastor Alan 

Pastor Alan Sommer 
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 Letter From 
Vicar  

 
There is pastor who did a 
series of sessions regarding 
healthy marriages.  In one 
of these sessions he speaks 
about the difference of 
men and women in gener-
alities.  He says that men’s 
brains are like a room of 
boxes.  Each box is in its 

place and none of them touch.  So when we are think-
ing about sports, we don’t want to talk about, say, 
groceries.  Each box of thought is kept separate from 
the other.  Women’s minds are like a big ball of 
wire.  All the wires are firing charging the next 
wire.  For example, when thinking about groceries, 
she may also be thinking about taking the kids to a 
friend’s house, and getting some work done here and 
there.  All the thoughts are folding into one an-
other.  These are generalities and there are not hard 
and fast.  Some of us may fall into one category or 
another. 
 
With those categories in mind (pun intended), I was 
thinking about what we do with church.  What I mean 
is, some of us find it very easy to come to church, be 
very involved and present and when we walk out the 
door, the church box gets placed on the mental shelf 
and then the breakfast box comes out and that is what 
is on our mind.  For the next six days church will be 
in the back of our mind until it comes time to get it 
out again.  For those whose minds are like a ball of 
wire, church is over and then Monday morning comes 
and they still have the sermon echoing.  They may 
still be singing the hymns as they get ready for the 
day.  What happened the day before is carried over 
throughout each day. 
 
Why is this important for us to know?  What happens 
on Sunday morning is not meant to last for simply an 
hour of our day.  What happens Sunday morning is to 
be like getting brand new clothes that we wear every 
day, that people see us wear.  The words of forgive-
ness should be like an amulet we have around our 
necks that daily reminds us that we are God’s chil-
dren.  If we are those who compartmentalize, who 
box ideas and events and place them in certain parts 
of our minds and do not let them touch, we need to be 

more diligent to stay in God’s Word.  We need to 
produce the habit of praying every day and we also 
need to help others to sometimes let things go, espe-
cially those sins which are forgiven.  For those of us 
whose day blends from one to another, we must urge 
those around us to stay in God’s Word.  We must also 
be sensitive to the way others think and gently remind 
those around us that God does not work on one day 
only.  Together we box-minded and wire-minded can 
help each other to forgive and move on and also to 
remain in God’s Word and prayer.  We have all been 
created differently but we cannot do it alone.  We are 
the body of Christ and we must each support and urge 
one another to receive God’s forgiveness and live it 
out every day, not just one day a week.  You are for-
given  in Christ, live out that forgiveness. 
 

Vicar Jaime 
�

Note:  Vicar Nava’s last day at Light of the Hills will 
be July 27.   

 

New Vicar Due To 
Arrive In Early 

August 
 
Vicar Hochgrege is due to 
arrive in Cameron Park the 
first week in August.  He is 
scheduled to be installed on 
Sunday, August 8.  We look 

forward to his arrival and the time we will spend with 
him for the next 12 months. 
 

 Let’s Help the New Vicar 
 

The new vicar your name we know. 
We’ll help you learn ours so….. 

Put on that name tag each Sunday 
So  he’ll know us and look our way. 

 

Letter From 
Annie 

 
So, it's finally summer! 
School's out, it's hot outside 
and we have plenty of time to 
spend with our friends! For 
me, it's a very busy time of 

Vicar Jaime Nava 

Ryan W Hochgrebe 

Annie Tiberg,  
DY& FM 



4 

 
year. As we speak, I am about to head out of town for 
our Junior High District 
Youth Gathering at Camp Mt Cross in the Santa Cruz 
mountains. 85 jr high students and 35 adults will con-
verge on the camp for a week of new friends, old 
friends, fun and growth in God's Word. I can't wait!  
 
VBS just ended this last week and it was FANTAS-
TIC! So much fun! I want to personally thank every-
one who helped out with VBS this year. I couldn't 
have done it without you! 
 
Next up this month, is our National Youth Gathering 
in New Orleans, Louisiana. It'll be a great week of 
fun and growth in what WE BELIEVE!!  Another 
great trip I can't wait for. :-) 
 
I wanted to ask for your prayers this month. Below 
are some things that we all need to keep in our 
prayers as our youth and adults go off on so many 
wonderful, Spirit-filled adventures this summer: 
 
- God's safety and protection as we are in New Or-
leans, Louisiana, that He would watch over us and 
protect us not only from physical harm, but spiritual 
and emotional harm, as well 
 
- The Holy Spirit's presence as we dive into God's 
Word during our week at the NYG. That He would 
guide our hearts and be in our conversations, ques-
tions, answers and our actions to others. 
 
- Pray a prayer of thanksgiving for a wonderful week 
of Vacation Bible School. Lots of growth, fun and 
time spend together learning more about how God 
created each us unique, special and with a purpose to 
bring Him glory. Be with the children that came and 
guide them to continue studying God's Word. 
 
- Ask God to also remind our junior high students 
daily about how powerful the God we serve truly is. 
He went before us into life, relationships, even into 
death, and He continues to be victorious! 
 
Thanks so much and may the Lord continue to bless 
you on your summer adventures as well! 
 

Annie 
 

PS: In leu of a Youth Page this month, STUDENTS, 
remember, Wednesday, JULY 28th, all youth day at 
Sunsplash in Roseville!! 11am-5pm! Sign up on An-

nie's door! 

Cameron Oaks  
Family Fun Event 

On Saturday, June 5th, Light of the Hills participated 
in the Cameron Oaks Family Fun Event near the 
Cameron Oaks shopping center.  We were one of 30 
groups representing churches, businesses, and non-
profit organization from around Cameron Park.  We 
gave away over two hundred hot dogs donated from 
Food 4 Less and Safeway and an equal amount of na-
cho platters, almost five hundred meals!  We had a 
VBS table, free candy in our ring toss, a “Bake-
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Walk” where we gave away over twenty delicious 
and gorgeous baked goods, a hula hoop contest, and a 
bubble blowing contest with some good ol’ bubble 
gum.  The event was a success for all involved.  Light 
of the Hills would especially like to thank those who 
donated their times and resources for this event.  It 
could not be done without you! 
 

Vicar Jaime 
 

LOTH Library News  
 

Be sure to stop by and check out a book to read.  
Whether you prefer fiction or nonfiction, there are 
many books to choose from.  Also, the library con-
tains many devotional books, and  the DVD’s can be 
checked out by the church office for you.  If you are 
not traveling this summer, take a journey by reading a 
book.           

Carol Womble 
 

 Lite House Evening  
Bible Study 

 
A small group Bible study, which meets at the Hor-
mel’s, offers an invitation to anyone that would like 
to join us.  We meet on the first and third Wednesday 
of the month at 6:30 p.m.  Currently, we are studying 
the book of Acts.  If you would like to join our group 
please contact the Hormel’s at mdhor-
mel@sbcglobal.net.  or by telephone at 916-933-
7227.  We love to have you come!! 
 

It Is No Secret  
What God Can Do! 

 
The sound of a bedroom window being broken on a 
beautiful Sunday morning in Kenya went unheard in 
the neighborhood as a thief quickly entered a house. 
He returned to the fenced yard a few minutes later 
with a lap top computer in his hands. The owner of 
the house, Pastor Hassar Omega, wouldn’t return 
from church until late in the afternoon with his fam-
ily. By then, the thief would have sold the computer 
with all its precious stored data in the market place 
for a few thousand shillings.  
 

The following events took place over a three months 
period: 
Pastor Omega e-mailed to friends in Cameron Park: 

“computer stolen, for us to replace would be a 
“mountain”, can you help?” E-mail message goes out 
to members of LOTH: “Good used lap top wanted!” 
Much prayer! Soon, reply comes back from a LOTH 
family: “We will buy a new one!” Many praises of 
thanksgiving for this gift! We had asked for used and 
God gave a new one!  
 
A lap top computer manufactured by Hewlett Packard 
in Shanghai, China, warehoused in Carlstadt, NJ, is 
ordered and shipped to Cameron Park. Carrying case 
is ordered from Amazon.com and is received. Best 
way to get it to Pastor Omega? Mail: Not reliable in 
Kenya. Federal Express? $250-$300! What to do? 
Much prayer! 
 
Who is going to Kenya and can carry the computer? 
E-mailed request to friend at HEART, HIV/AID Mis-
sion, in Nairobi, Kenya. “Yes! We can help! Member 
of Board of Directors will be flying from Auburn, 
California in June. She will carry the computer in her 
luggage. However, she is going to Israel for a week 
on the way. Is that ok?” Computer is delivered to Au-
burn for journey to Kenya via Israel. Many prayers 
for safety of messenger and computer!  
 
Twenty days later in an early morning e-mail: “The 
lap top arrived safely! We have it here at HEART! 
We will call Pastor Omega!” Praise the Lord! Only 
200 more miles to go! 
 
E-mail message from Pastor Omega via new com-
puter: “Yes! It’s in Kenya in our house! I picked it up 
at HEART. A miracle indeed! It’s like a dream! 
Thank you so much! May the Lord reward all of you 
for your great efforts. You had to make sure that we 
have a new digital lap top! We are praying for you!” 
 
What have we learned? God is good! Our prayers are 
answered by the actions of people all over the world. 
Often we do not receive because we do not ask. God 
blesses those who give in faith that the outcome will 
be to glorify him. He wants the very best for those 
serving him in spreading his word. Also, we should 
pray for the Lord’s mercy in dealing with the thief 
who started this whole adventure of faith and trust.  
God is good, indeed!                                      

 
Del Haven 
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To my Light of the Hills Family: 
 
I would like to extend a whole-hearted thank you for 
supporting me as a student at Concordia University, 
Irvine, (CUI) over the past five years. I have been 
privileged to receive a scholarship from LOTH that 
was matched, each semester, by Concordia. This 
scholarship helped me tremendously. I am so thankful 
for the endowment that the LOTH created to help stu-
dents like myself attend a Lutheran University. Con-
cordia has certainly been a blessing in my life, and I 
hope that many more students are able to receive this 
scholarship and experience the joy that I did by at-
tending Concordia. 
 
I graduated from CUI in 2009 with a degree in Music 
Education. I returned to CUI in the fall for one more 
year to finish my California Teaching Credential in 
Secondary Education, specifically Music. This past 
semester, I completed my student teaching require-
ment. I was paired with two mentor teachers, one in a 
public school and one in a Lutheran school. I worked 
with these teachers and taught in their classrooms. 
Three days a week I was at both schools, and one day 
a week each I was at only one school. I had the op-
portunity to work with students from K-8th grade, 
both in classroom music and in band and string en-
semble settings. This was a wonderful experience for 
me! I finished student teaching on June 8th, and am 
now eligible to receive my California Teaching Cre-
dential. This brings me to my next step…. 
 
I have been extended and accepted a call as a teacher 
at St. Mark Lutheran Church and School in Houston, 
Texas. I accepted a full time teaching position for 
Music. This position includes teaching classroom mu-
sic, the 5-8th grade bands, and one or two other 
classes (non-music) that are yet to be determined. I 
will be moving to Houston at the end of July, and will 
start on August 2nd. I would greatly appreciate your 
continued prayer as I start the next phase of my life! 
 
 Thank you for the monetary and prayerful support 
that you have given me, not only over the past 5 
years, but for most of my life as a member of LOTH. 
It has been a blessing to call Light of the Hills my 
church home. 
 

Thank you and God Bless! 
 

Megan Wright 

Voters’ Meeting, June 27 
 

An important Voters’ Meeting was held on Sunday, 
June 27 at 12:30 PM, following the second service.  
The main purpose of the meeting was to have a vote 
on selecting a contractor for the new building and 
landscaping project.  The following is a brief sum-
mary of what took place at the meeting. 
 

The church council recommended that the voters de-
cide on which contractor should be selected for our 
new education building.  The decision was between 
Building God’s Way or Granade Construction.  There 
was $100,000 difference on the bids from these two 
organizations, with Granade Construction being the 
lower of the two.  A motion was made to approve 
Granade Construction to do the work.  An extensive 
discussion of questions and answers took place. An 
oral vote on the motion took place.  The measure 
passed, selecting Granade Construction as the con-
tractor.  Due to some confusion over the motion, a 
second motion was made that clarified the issue and a 
written ballot took place, resulting in 59 yea and 15 
no in favor of selecting Granade Construction as the 
contractor for the job.  Note, Granade Construction 
built our present facility in 1999.   
 

The finances of the construction, loan and operating 
costs were presented.  The cost of the new facility 
will be approximately $1,600,000, financed by a loan 
from the Church Extension Fund and funds received 
from the “Faith: Pass It On” capital fund drive.  The 
additional budget needed in 2013 will be an addi-
tional $42,000.   
 

Note: These numbers your editor is quoting are ap-
proximate based on memory of what took place at the 
2 hour and 45 minute meeting.  Exact figures will be 
available in the minutes of the voters’ meeting. 
 

A motion concerning adding an elevator into the 
building was made and the costs, engineering changes 
and time was discussed, but the motion was not ap-
proved.  However, this issue will be looked into with 
the possibility of adding an elevator on the outside of 
the building at a later time.   
 
 

Vicar’s Journal  
 

Vicar Jaime’s memory journal is in the narthex for 
those who wish to sign it.  It will be available through 
July.  What a great way to give him words of encour-
agement during his last year at seminary while also 
helping to preserve memories of his vicarage year 
here at LOTH 
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 Main Points of June 8, 2010 Church Council Meeting 
Agenda 

ID   
Main Points, Conclusions/Discussions, Decisions, Next Steps 
1 Meeting was called to order at 6:30pm    Pastor opened with prayer and led us in devotion from Acts Chapter 6 vs. 1-7 
2 Agenda Review: 
3 Motion was made to approve the Minutes from April 12th by  Will.      S/C 
4 Motion was made to approve the Treasurer’s Report from March by Alison.    S/C 
       5 Action Items- none 
6 Business Manager Update- Council was informed of the opportunity to replace a stolen computer 
for Pastor Omega, Kenya. A member made a donation of $500 to the Mission Fund in response to this need. The member who gave 
the donation understands that in order for this to be a tax deductible donation LOTH has complete control of spending the money 
through the Mission Fund. The computer has been ordered at the request of Pastor. Motion made to purchase a computer for Pas-
tor Omega, Kenya at a total cost of no more than $500 from the Mission Fund. S/C   Del Haven will take care of shipping the 
item at no cost to LOTH. 
Retreat: June 25th through 26th in Tahoe. Annie kept track of the number of people attending. Pastor said Maureen will take care of 
the details. 
Adult Christmas Dinner: A Facility Use Request has been submitted by Becky Parish for an Adult Christmas Dinner on Sunday 
December 5th. The event is on the calendar. If Council decides on an alternative event, Becky and Fern need to be informed. Pastor 
would like to see a dinner where, for example, the community of Food Closet folks and church families are brought together. Annie 
proposed a service Christmas Dinner where families serve others the following weekend. Michael asked Connie if the Fellowship 
Committee is planning to do the same as last year. Connie said the money is in the budget for both types of dinners. She has encour-
aged the Committee to get event dates set on the calendar as soon as possible.  .Alison said she will look into the idea of Community 
Ministries taking this on as a Service Project and bring to Council next month. 
7 Legal and Finance- Michael will check to make sure the Alcohol Policy is written. 
Fellowship-.see Christmas Dinner under Business Manager Update. 
Endowment- By-laws were approved at the Voter’s Meeting. The next step is to populate the committee. Connie will go through the 
Time and Talents Surveys and give those names to Brian. 
Property Enhancement- see item # 8 
8 Property Enhancement Committee Discussion: Mark Jerpbak and Brian Morris - Permits update was given. Hope to 
have the permits by the Voter’s Meeting. We have 2 bids with general contractors for the new building. Advantages and disadvan-
tages with both bids. Mark said we have a great opportunity to build the whole building versus just the first floor.  Questions asked 
and answered. Brian Theaker suggested we make a decision as a Council to recommend one General Contractor to the voter’s. Mo-
tion made to recommend using Doug Granade as General Contractor to the voter’s. S/C     Michael recommends having the 
Special Voter’s Meeting on June 27th at 12:30pm 
9   
10   
98   
99 Vicar closed with prayer and meeting adjourned at 9:05pm 

Bible Quiz  
  
 

Almost 600 years before Christ, the Babylonian army 
marched into Jerusalem, ravaging the city and destroying the 
glorious temple. Furthermore, the enemy soldiers took a 
large number of the city’s inhabitants back to their country 
to serve as slaves. Later, an Old Testament book described 
the woes the Jews suffered because of the war. That book 
begins “How lonely sits the city that once was full of people! 
How like a widow she has become …. ”  
 

Choose the name of that book.  
 

A. Lamentations  
B. Obadiah  
C. Isaiah  
D. Amos  

Answer: A (See 1:1, NRSV.)   
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Altar Guild           

Connie Vavricek e  e  e  e    

Jan Peeples  l  l  l  l   

Acolytes           

Leslie Young  e          

Ian Gilzean   l         

Chris Horner    e        

Kaylea Huhn     l       

Ian Gilzean      e      

Terra Jerpbak       l     

Abigail Sommer        e    

Aaron Stewart         l   

           

           

           

           

Musicians           

Alison Dumas e l   e l     

Marilyn Helsley   e l   e l   

           

           

           

           

Elders           

 e  e  e  e    

  l  l  l  l   

Vicar Nava e l e l e l e l   

Coffee Setup/Clean Up           

Kathy Krauschar e  e  e  e    

 

Serving Our Lord in July  
       4    11    18   25 

Projectionist           

Jeff Theaker  e          

Maureen Popielarz   l         

Pam Small    e        

Monique Theaker     l       

Shirley Fidler      e      

Jeff Theaker       l     

Dorothy Polster        e    

Louise Gibbs         l   

           

           

Greeters           

Darlene & Phil Bair  e          

Karin Arnal, Cynthia Diez   l         

MaryLu & Jim Campini    e        

Monica & Joerg Schulze-Clewing    l       

The Hough Family      e      

Wendy & Robert Deitz      l     

Shirley & Mel Hallett        e    

Lynn & Del Haven         l   

           

           

Ushers           

G�Ganschow, Susan & Kirby Vickery  e  e  e  e    

Lambert Ruff  e  e  e  e    

Sherry Hammer, Shirley Mattison   l  l  l  l   

Peggy Morlan, Kyle Weeks   l  l  l  l   

Counters           

Cliff Hendryx and Chuck Protteau           

       4    11    18   25 E = 8:00 AM   l = 10:45 AM 
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Attendance:  
Total:                            
YTD Total:               
% Change 09/10:             
YTD Change 09/10:            
     1st Service:                 
     2nd Service:    
Sunday Ave Attend: (256 in 2009) 
 
 

Offerings:         
Total:    
Year to Date General Offerings: 
% Change 09/10:             
YTD Change 09/10: 
Expenses 
Year to Date Expenses: 
Net YTD Offerings less Expenses          
Ave Weekly Offerings  
Weekly Budget Need  
Ave per Attendee:  
 
Church Membership as of 03-01-2010 
 

> 60                   138 > 60        32.5% 
31 - 60                   138 31 - 60        32.5% 
18 - 30                     63 18 - 30        14.9% 
13 - 17                     31 13 - 17          7.3% 
6 - 12                     38 6 - 12          9.0% 
0 - 5                     16 0 - 5          3.8% 
                              424                                100% 

01 – Gary Parker, Nancy Skjelbred 
03 – Ella Gilzean, Lew Singleton, Shelby Velte 
05 – Jim Campini, James Teahan 
06 – Lorraine Augustin 
08 – Nell Reynolds 
09 – Jacob Rhodes, Beth Sommer,  
        Ashley Voll-Defehr, Kyle Weeks 
10 – Ana Norwood 
11 – Nicole Manners 
13 – Skye Jerpbak, Emma Voll, Drew Wilson 
15 – MaryLu Campini, Louie Kraushar 
16 – Justin Andrews, Nick Dupray 

17 – David Bair 
18 – Ed Dumas 
19 – Carol Womble 
20 – Sandy Freeman 
22 – Jimmy Norwood 
24 –Gavin Garcia, Will Nelson 
25 – Kevin Arnal, Debra Smith 
26 – Michele Sampson 
29 – Kristina Rutz 
30 – Dan Sebby, Rosa Theaker 
31 – Bob Jarvis 

July Birthdates 
Date    Name            Date    Name 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!!  

May 2010 Statistics  

 1,310 
14,566 
-3.7% 
1.9% 

133 
132 
265 

 
 

Adult Bible Class Attendance: 
Total:    
Year to Date:              
% Change 09/10:             
YTD Change 09/10:            
Sunday Ave Attend: (58 in 08-09) 
 
Sunday School Attendance: 
Total:   
Year to Date:             
% Change 09/10:             
YTD Change 09/10:            
Sunday Ave Attend: (33 in 08-09)
        
 

 
+ Christian Symbols +  

 
 

Beehive 
  
This modern symbol represents the church and its many, 
varied “workers.” A multitude of people, each with dif-
ferent tasks and gifts, works to build up the body of 
Christ. Often, nine bees are pictured near the hive to 
represent the nine fruits of the Spirit (see Galatians 5:22-
23).  

238 
2,810  
2.6% 

23.5% 
62 

126 
1,308  

-14.9% 
-2.4% 

29 
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“America the Beautiful”  
 
Katharine Lee Bates (1859-1929) wrote, edited and taught English in her native Massachusetts. 
Occasionally, she wrote hymns, too. "America the Beautiful" is an American patriotic song. 
The lyrics were written by Katharine Lee Bates (1859-1929) and the music composed by 
church organist and choirmaster Samuel A. Ward.  On a trip to Colorado, Bates was greatly 
impressed by amber waves of grain, fruited plains and purple mountain majesties. She believed 
that God had definitely shed his grace all across this land. A visit to the summit of Pikes Peak 
inspired Bates to write her most famous poem-hymn, “America the Beautiful.”  

Bates also realized that patriotism was an important part of America. She was grateful for he-
roes “who more than self their country loved and mercy more than life.” She wanted all Ameri-
cans to realize how God had shed his grace on them and had crowned what was good “with 
brotherhood from sea to shining sea.”  
 
Bates embodied the spirit of thankfulness to God for all she had experienced and been given.  
 

A dollar bill’s message  
 
Look at the back of a dollar bill. On the left circle, which is one side of the Great Seal, are the 
Latin words Annuit Coeptis, which mean “He [God] favors our undertakings.”  
 
The pyramid in the left circle represents material strength and endurance. Yet the open spot 
near the top of the pyramid means there’s more good work to be done in our country. The 
“eye” atop the pyramid represents the “eye of God,” watching and reminding us that spiritual 
matters are more important than material concerns. Under the pyramid, Novus Ordo Seclorum 
refers to a “new order of the ages.”  
 
On the right circle is an eagle, our country’s national emblem, symbolizing strength and vic-
tory. The shield on the eagle’s breast signifies self-reliance. One of the eagle’s claws holds an 
olive branch, representing peace. The other talon holds arrows, referring to power and protec-
tion.  
 
The center of the bill says “In God We Trust.”  
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 Alan Sommer, Pastor 
pastor@loth.org 

 

Annie Tiberg, DCE   
Director Youth & Family Ministries 

youthandfamilies@loth.org 
 

Jaime Nava, Vicar 
vicar@loth.org 
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