
  

 

 
 

Light of the Hills 
Lutheran Church      LCMS                                                                   

                                           

  3100 Rodeo Road      Cameron Park, CA 

A Prayer For The New Year  
 
Eternal God, thank you for bringing us 
once again to the threshold of a new year. 
Help us dedicate each day of 2010 to fol-
lowing your will for our lives. Guide us, 
Lord, in all our decisions and actions, 
day by day and hour by hour. Help us ac-
complish all that you desire for us to do, 
until our mission on earth is finished. In 
Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 

January 10 

Martin Luther King Day 
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Do you see what I see? 

 
It wasn’t that long ago that we were celebrating the birth of Jesus and singing Christmas lines 
like the one at the beginning of this article.  What great celebrations we had together, listening 
in awe-filled silence to the story of God becoming flesh, raising our voices in praise together, 
and rejoicing that God loves us enough to give us His Son. 
 
But of course that isn’t the end of the story.  The line of the song, “Do you see what I see”, 
continues to be very relevant for the church.  The season of Epiphany follows on the heels of 
Christmas, and it is a time in the church year where we see Jesus inaugurating the kingdom of 
God.  Our Bible readings will reflect the spread of God’s kingdom in the world.  The Magi will 
come to worship, and Jesus will be baptized.  Jesus will reveal Himself to be the long awaited 
Messiah through teaching, preaching, miracles, and more.  The question the Bible asks the lis-
tener and reader during Epiphany is this: “Do you see Jesus for who He is?” 
  
This is the central question for humanity in this day and age.  People are, to quote the Bible, 
“harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd.”  People believe all kinds of things and 
do all kinds of things, vainly trying to bring meaning, sense, and hope to their lives. 
 
We in the church are called upon to bear witness to the One we see.  God fills us with His 
Spirit so that we can pass on the faith to others.  So let the hope and joy of Christmas fill your 
heart and mind every day, and make known to others the reason for the hope that you have!  
Jesus is Immanuel, God with us! 
 
 Pastor Alan 

Pastor Alan Sommer 
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 Letter From 
Vicar  

 
People often ask me, 
“What’s new?” to which I 
usually respond, “Not 
much.”  We have seen the 
coming and going of the 
first decade of the new mil-
lennium and we have seen 
a lot of things come and go 
so, really, my answer 

should be more along the lines of “Well, new health-
care legislation is being worked on, Google has come 
out with a phone in conjunction with Verizon, we 
have, for the first time, an African-American presi-
dent, computers are more powerful than ever, there’s 
a new pope, I’ve gained a few new pounds around my 
waist, I’m now living in Northern California, we got 
some new toys for Christmas, the economy is in the 
tank, house prices are dropping and so are available 
jobs, California is in major economic trouble, people 
say global warming is dangerously high…” and on 
and on. 
 
Maybe that’s why I simply answer, “Not much.”  It is 
so much easier not to go into all the new things that 
have happened.  It’s easier to blow of a quick question 
with an even quicker answer.  But hang on, something 
is new. 
 
Lamentations 3:22-23 Because of the LORD's great 
love we are not consumed, for his compassions 
never fail.  23 They are new every morning; great is 
your faithfulness. 
 
God’s faithfulness and love are new every day.  Mar-
tin Luther, in the Large Catechism, put it this way, 
“[baptism] is nothing else than putting to death the old 
Adam, and after that the resurrection of the new man, 
both of which must take place in us all our lives, so 
that a truly Christian life is nothing else than a daily 
baptism, once begun and ever to be continued. For 
this must be practiced without ceasing, that we ever 
keep purging away whatever is of the old Adam, and 
that that which belongs to the new man come 
forth.” (Large Catechism, Holy Baptism, 65) 
 
Whatever is going on in this world and no matter how 
this world changes, God’s faithfulness and love are 

renewed for us each day and forever.  Daily we die to 
sin and are raised to new life by remembering our 
baptism and God’s faithfulness to forgive.  So if 
someone asks me, “What’s new?” I can respond, 
“God’s faithfulness.” 
 
Matthew 24:35 Heaven and earth will pass away, 

but my words will never pass away. 
 

Vicar Jaime 
 

Letter From 
Annie 

 
Happy New Year! Can you 
believe that we now begin 
another decade? So what 
was your favorite part of 
the “2000’s”?? I have soooo 
many! The last ten years 
had me grow up quite a 
bit... I mean, I was 15 in 

2000! I was the age of many of our youth here at 
LOTH. Funny, isn’t it, how time can change so many 
things... with time we learn, grow, age and mature. 
Some of this growing is fun and doesn’t hurt at all, 
and while sometimes it can be very painful. I find that 
when God is working (which is always because He’s 
always here and always working, even when we 
might not see Him or realize it), we tend to grow.  We 
kinda can’t help it. Because God is so much more 
powerful and greater than we are. So, in His presence, 
we change and grow. 
 
As I’ve been thinking and planning for the many min-
istry opportunities of 2010, the theme of “Grow and 
Go” has really stuck in my head and heart. It kind of 
stems from our theme for the past two years, “In the 
Word and Into the World”.  It stuck in my mind so 
much, I put it on our LOTH t-shirts and sweatshirts. 
The point is that when we are in the Word, when we 
are reading God’s word, hearing His voice, learning 
from His heart, we grow. We nurture the seeds of 
faith in each other when we serve, love and care for 
one another. As Christians, God calls us to a higher 
standard. He calls us to love one another, and to share 
His message with the world.  That’s the basis of “In 
the Word and Into the World”—that we spend time 
daily in God’s Word, and that we go and share His 
love with the world.  As a result of being in the Word 

Vicar Jaime Nava 

Annie Tiberg,  
DY& FM 
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 and into the World, we grow. And that growth 
prompts us  
to even greater going. I know that when I don’t spend 
time in God’s Word, my day kind of gets away from 
me- I’m cranky, upset, mean and not all that pleasant 
to be around. But when I dive into the Bible and read 
God’s Word, my attitude is better, my perspective 
changes, and my day automatically looks brighter.  
 
So for 2010, I propose this: Let’s read God’s Word 
together.  I’m starting with Paul’s epistles, at Romans 
chapter 1 on January 1st. Let’s keep one another ac-
countable and ask each other, “How have you seen 
God working in your life?” or “What are you reading 
in God’s Word lately?” It’s ok to ask others about 
God. It opens up great conversations. Students and 
parents, read God’s Word together. Do daily devo-
tions as a family. Read your Bible when you wake up 
and when you rest. Make God the center of your day, 
and He’ll show you where He wants you to Grow and 
Go.  

In His Grace always,  
Annie 

 
Memoriam 

 
Madeline Nissan 

August 23, 1925  -  December 14, 2009 
 
 

 
FAITH: “Pass It On!”  
Off To A Flying Start!  

 
Celebration Sunday, November 22, 2009, was a won-
derful day at Light of the Hills Lutheran Church! Af-
ter months of planning, preparing and praying, the 
congregation was informed that the FAITH: “Pass It 
On!” Capital Steward Campaign had been successful 
with “over $750,000” pledged for our future building 
plans.  
 
During the weeks following Celebration Sunday, the 
Spirit of the Lord has continued to move with the peo-
ple of the congregation and the resulting numbers are 
outstanding. 
 
As of December 27, 2009, the total amount of com-

mitments received is $860,206.  
 
As of December 27, 2009, the total amount of gifts  
received in the collection plates is $134, 223.  
 
If you were wondering how this compares with the 
TAG – Capital Stewardship Campaign of a few years 
ago: 
 
As of December 31, 2003, the total amount of TAG 
commitments received was $900,944.  
 
As of December 31, 2003, the total amount of TAG 
gifts received in the collection plates was $113,089.   
 
The current amount of commitments is expected to 
increase after the first of the new year as the members 
of the congregation review their stewardship and de-
termine that God will provide all their needs.  Also, 
new members will also become involved with com-
mitments.   
 
If you have not made a commitment to FAITH: “Pass 
It On!” for one reason or another, there are Commit-
ment Cards with envelopes on the table in the Nar-
thex. You can mail the Commitment Card to the 
church or place it in the collection plate during a wor-
ship service.  
 
With your help, Light of the Hills Lutheran Church is 
“Growing our Mission and Continuing  the Vision!”  

 
 “Our commitment continues!”  

The Appreciation Team – DeL Haven, Co-
Chairman  

 

New Bible Study Starting 
Financial Peace University 

 
Start the new year with financial peace!  A new Sun-
day afternoon bible study is coming your way.  Finan-
cial Peace University (FPU) is a 13-week life-
changing program that teaches you to achieve your 
financial goals by eliminating debt, saving for the fu-
ture, and giving like never before.  You will be chal-
lenged and motivated to make a plan for your money 
and change your family tree forever.  Won't you join 
us?   
 
Name:  Financial Peace University. 
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 Leader:  Pastor Alan. 
When:  1/24 through the end of April (Easter 4/4 off). 
Time:  12:30-2:00pm. 
Where:  LOTH Fellowship Hall. 
Babysitting will be provided. 
Bring your own brown bag lunch. 
Questions?  Contact Connie Vavricek - 916 730 4132 
or connva@vsp.com 
   

Volunteers Needed For 
Memorial Team  

 
Volunteers needed!  We need three people to be part 
of a Memorial Team.  You will help the Elders ar-
range for: fellowship area set up and clean up, finger 
foods for the reception, and Narthex set up.  Funerals 
are stressful and emotional times and we want them to 
run as smoothly as possible.  This team will be a big 
part in making this happen.  If you are willing to serve 
on this team please contact church office at 530-677-
9536.       
 

Valentine’s Day, 2010!   
 
Plan ahead to WOW your spouse with the gift of time 
and investment in your relationship.  Who cares about 
the economy...invest in each other! 
                             Your opportunity:   
 

Lutheran Marriage  
Encounter Weekend 

 
Feb. 12-14, 2010  Holiday Inn Express 
                             Rancho Cordova 
 
Apply online at godlovesmarriage@comcast.net  
 
Information: Ted & Marty Hartman, (530) 333-4628,  
tmheart1@yahoo.com  
 
Jason & Leah Cole, (916) 412-6187, 
jlrcole@yahoo.com  
 

2009 Adult Christmas Dinner  
  
The annual LOTH Christmas dinner was held on Sun-
day, December 20, at 6:30 PM.  Following the excel-
lent dinner, John Popielarz led the group with our fa-

vorite Christmas Carols. 

We had a great team that worked hard to have such a 
fun event.  This  included, Don & Eileen Keesler, Jim 
& MaryLu Campini, Mel & Shirley Hallet, Karyn & 
Chuck Heubner, Kim Herren, and Ellen Katz.  We 
could not have done it without them!  Thank you too 
for all the emails, phone calls and personal notes ex-
pressing thanks for the great fellowship event. 
 

Fern & Will Haunschild 
Mike & Becky Parish 

Event Chairs 
 

Largest Endowment Gift 
To LCMS Seminaries 

 
Donor's Gift is Largest Endowed Bequest Given to 
Support LCMS Seminaries:  Concordia Theological 
Seminary, Ft. Wayne (Indiana) and Concordia Semi-
nary, St. Louis (Missouri) are beneficiaries of a $2.48 
million bequest from a Texas donor, the largest estate 
gift received from a single individual to support fu-
ture pastors, missionaries and chaplains attending ei-
ther seminary.  Thelma O. Pietsch designated the bulk 
of her estate to be divided equally between the two 
seminaries and used to establish a permanent student 
financial aid endowment at each institution.  The en-
dowments are named in loving memory of her par-
ents, Andrew and Martha Pietsch, and in recognition 
of Thelma's generosity. Miss Pietsch chose to care for 
her aging parents and never married. 
 

Christmas Dinner in the LOTH Sanctuary  
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 Great Christmas Caroling  
 
On December 20, Sunday evening, twenty two LOTH 
members joined their voices together to sing praises 
of Christmas joy to the residents of three local facili-
ties. Point Morino Memory Care, New West Haven 
Senior Home, and Marilyn Rutkowsky's apartment 
complex.  
The singing was enjoyed by singers & listeners alike. 
It was a great evening.. Thanks to all who attended. 
We'll do it again next year!! 
 

Spanish Service at LOTH 
 
On Sunday evening, December 20 at 6:30 PM, I ex-
perienced a beautiful service. Pastor and Vicar Jaime 
presented the first Light of the Hills Christmas Wor-
ship Service entirely in Spanish. It was Awesome. 
There was a small group from the choir and they sang 
like I never heard them before. The Lord was truly 
present at that service. As long as I live, I will never 
forget the warmth and love in that sanctuary last 
night.  Allison and Annie can give more details of the 
people that participated. The Spanish speaking group 
was really impressed and appreciated hearing the 
word of God in Spanish. 
 
God bless our Pastor and  Vicar  who spent hours 
writing and practicing for this sermon and the rest 
who also practiced their music to sing for Him and for 
our group. 

Vera Lee 
 

Why A Commitment to  
Faith: “Pass It On!”  

 Is Like Planting a Lawn! 
 
Remember when you bought that first brand new 
house for your young family in a sprawling subdivi-
sion?  The front yard was like a no-man’s land. Little 
top soil, lots of rocks, healthy star thistle, and little 
whirlwinds of red dust blowing into the house on the 
new carpet. 
 
But you had a vision! In your mind you could see a 
lush dark green lawn with neatly trimmed edges, a 
watering system that came on whether you were home 
or not, and the shade of a giant tree where the kids 
and the dog could play on a hot summer afternoon. It 

would take a little time, but it would happen! 
 
You dug out the rocks and lumps of clay, struggled to 
remove the stubborn star thistle plants, and leveled 
the area with expensive top soil hauled to the yard in 
a large truck. The watering system seemed simple in 
the planning stage, but required several trips to the 
hardware store before it worked almost perfectly.  
 
The planting of the lawn seeds, for you couldn’t af-
ford sod, greatly increased your commitment.  Hand 
watering several times a day with a hose was neces-
sary because the new automatic watering system ei-
ther flooded or missed completely the edges of the 
lawn. In due time, the Creator blessed your efforts 
and a little green color began to appear. You had a 
lawn! Almost! 
 
Remember the first time you cut the straggling grass 
with your new expensive power mower? Next one 
will have a seat!  At least this one has an engine! The 
hand edger works pretty well, but a powered one like 
the neighbor’s would be great. Perhaps he would let 
me use his fertilizer cart. It does a better job than 
throwing it on by hand in the wind.       
 
Through your willingness to keep your commitment, 
you had a rich green lawn in the front yard of your 
new house. However, it took another commitment to 
keep it watered, fertilized, weeded, trimmed and 
mowed as the years rolled by. But, it is worth it! You 
continued to keep your commitment. 
 
Light of the Hills Lutheran Church is like your lawn. 
Our commitment continues!  
 

The Appreciation Team  
Del Haven  

 

O-KOG Handles  
Common Stock Gift 

 
O-KOG (Other Kinds of Gifts) received a gift to the  
FAITH: “Pass It On!” Capital Stewardship Campaign 
from a LOTH member of 150 shares of a well known 
oil company stock. The member who had used this 
form of gifting several times during the TAG Cam-
paign of a few years ago received his income tax 
benefits immediately. A few days later, Light of the 
Hills Lutheran Church received a check for 
$11,166.21 after a reasonable commission and trans-
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 action fee was charged by the stock broker.  
 
The O-KOG Committee was created to assist you in 
making it possible to gift common stocks to Light Of 
The Hills Lutheran Church as part of your commit-
ment. This unique way of giving is very simple and 
convenient.     
 
The Church Council has opened an account with Ed-
ward Jones, stock broker, located near the church in 
Cameron Park at 3377 Coach Lane, Suite D (Next to 
the Standard Oil Service Station). If you have any 
questions or want to make an appointment, call Terri 
Rios, Office Administrator, at Edward Jones (530-
676-9399).  
 
You can also contact Del Haven, Chairman of the O-
KOG Committee.   

   

LWML News  
 
The LWML regular quarterly meeting is scheduled 
for Wednesday, January 27, 2010 at 1:30 PM.  All 
ladies of our congregation are invited.  Our speaker 
will be Vicar Jaime.  Refreshments and a social hour 
will follow, so come and enjoy the fellowship! 
 

Food Bank 
 
The people who came in to get food at the Food Bank 
on Tuesday December 15th received a special treat of 
home made decorated Christmas cookies.  The LOTH 
junior high group made the cookies.  It turned out that 
we had exactly the number of cookie plates as fami-
lies coming through that day.  The last person to come 
through was a man who had never been to a food 
bank before.  He had his four year old son with him.  
The man was very appreciative of whatever food we 
could give him and his son was thrilled with the 
Christmas cookies!  Thank you junior high group! 
 

LOTH Library News  
 
Members and friends keep checking out books to read  
from our library. Thank you for making good use of 
the books that have been so wonderfully donated.  
Soon on the shelves will be a new series, “Tales from 
Grace Chapel Inn.”   Because the books have different 
authors, this series will be placed in fiction “T” for the 
word “Tales.”  Thank you Carla McCreary for this 

donation. 
By Carol Womble 

 

Foothill Women’s Chorus 
 

On December 19 at 4:00 PM, the Women’s Foothill 
Chorus presented their winter concert at LOTH.  The   
music had a Christmas Holiday theme, including an 
Elvis Presley impersonation .  Nearly all the seats in  
the sanctuary were filled for this event, and the crowd 
was not disappointed with the wonderful music and  
humor that the chorus provided.  This group has been 
performing for some 30 years.  Don’t miss their 
Spring and Winter concerts, you will be thoroughly 
entertained. 
 

A Stewardship Minute 
 
When you thought about resolutions for the New 
Year, did you consider making one for your spiritual 
life? In the twelfth chapter of Paul’s letter to the 
Christians living in Corinth, here is what he urges 
them to consider: That God has given each person 
many gifts. Paul says that each gift is meant for the 
common good. That is, God means for us to use our 
gifts for the church, for society, for the welfare of the 
world. 
 
Paul points out that just as a human body has many 
parts, so does the Body of Christ, that is, the church, 
when he writes: “Now you are the body of Christ and 
individual members of it.” Then he lists how each 
person is very important and has a role to play in the 
life of the church. Some are teachers, some preachers, 

Foothill Women’s Chorus Performing Their Winter Concert 
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 some natural leaders, some gifted at organizing, some 
at leading prayer groups, others at working with 
youth, and some are talented in the field of music or 
financial matters. And so on. 
 
St. Paul’s insight and instructions are clear: to use the 
gifts that God has given to us for the benefit of others 
in God’s Kingdom. So the question is “Are you, and 
am I, resolved to allow God to use us and our re-
sources for the glory of God and the work of God’s 
kingdom?” Will that be our New Year’s resolution? 
 
Prayer: O Lord, increase our love for you. Keep us 
from growing lax in our worship and to begin to work 
steadfastly for you. Help us to strive faithfully to the 
end that your kingdom and your will be done on earth 
as it is in heaven. Amen 
 
 

Children’s Christmas Program 
 

 
During the Education Hour on Sunday, December 13, 
the Children’s Christmas Program was presented. 

 

LOTH Christmas Carolers 
 
A group of singers went to several senior retirement  
facilities and sang Christmas carols.  There were 
about 20 of us that met at the church at 4:00 PM and 
with the leg work of Eileen Hanebutt and Kathy 
Kraushar, arrangements were made to visit the mem-
ory center at Ponte Morino where Leona Stark is re-

siding. We sang for about 15 minutes while they ate 
their dinner then visited  with each of them for a few 
moments and the smiles were quite rewarding.  We 
left there and went to the new West Haven home on 
Knollwood Drive.  We were somewhat early but they 
gathered the residents into the dining area and we 
sang several songs there and they did not want us to 
leave.  We left there and went back to the apartments 
behind Eskaton where Marilyn Rutkowsky lives.  We 
sang in the front hall and that brought many to the 
area and we sang for about 15 people there including 
Marilyn.  The residents enjoyed the singing, so all in 
all a very successful time was had by all.   

                             Dolores Jarvis 
 

Newsletter Information 
 
The church newsletter, The Beacon is printed 
monthly.  The cut-off for input to the monthly news-
letter is normally the last Sunday of the month.  The 
newsletter is finalized by the following Tuesday and 
distributed by the ushers on the first Sunday of the 
month.  The Beacon is printed in standard size type 
and in larger type in limited numbers.  If you need the 
larger type version, be sure to ask the ushers for that 
version.  Extra copies of both type sizes are placed in 
the container by the entrance to the library.  If you are 
on extended vacation, you can have the church office 
mail a copy to you, just notify the church secretary of 
your vacation address.  If you have comments on the 
newsletter, please provide them to your editor, Dick 
Anderson.  The newsletter contains the phone and e-

Participants in the Children’s Christmas Program 

LOTH Carolers Bring Christmas Joy to Residents of Several 
Retirement Residences 
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 mail addresses of your editor on the back page of 
every issue. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Christian Symbols 
 
Olive Branch  
 

The Olive Branch is a symbol of peace, har-
mony and healing. Olive trees provide shelter, 
as well as oil used for ointment and consecra-
tion. The Olive Branch also represents deliv-
erance from hardships and anxiety because a 
dove brought an olive leaf back to Noah’s ark 
after the flood ended (Genesis 8:11).   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bible Quiz  
  

In Revelation 22:16, Jesus says: “It is I, Jesus, 
who sent my angel to you with this testimony 
for the churches. I am the root and the descen-
dant of __________, the bright morning star.”  
Choose the correct name from the list below:  
 
A. Isaac  
B. Jacob  
C. David  
D. Solomon  
 
 
 
 

Answer: C  
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Contributions 
 

General 
The intent of this article is to provide a brief overview of the current Internal Revenue Service (IRS) rules regarding 
your donations to LOTH. Please consult with your tax adviser if you have any further questions about these rules or 
their impact on you.  A donor cannot claim deductions for contributions on income tax returns without proper sub-
stantiation. The substantiation records that the donor must keep depend on the amounts and types of contributions.  
The value of a donor's time or services cannot be deducted. 
 

Cash Contributions of Less Than $250 
For each cash contribution less than $250, the donor must keep one of the following: 
     • Statement, receipt or letter from the charitable organization. 
     • Paid check or a legible and readable account statement. 
As a result of the IRS rules, currency contributions without a statement from the charitable organization (such 

as freewill offerings) are NOT deductible. 
 

Cash Contributions of $250 or More 
A donor must obtain an acknowledgement from each charitable organization for contributions over $250 in order 
for them to be deductible. The acknowledgement must meet these tests: 
     • It must be written, and it must identify the donor by name. 
     • It must show separately each individual contribution of $250 or more. 
     • It must state whether the organization provided any goods or services in 
exchange for the contribution or, if the only goods or services the organization provided were intangible religious 
benefits, it must contain a statement to that effect. 
     • It must be received by the donor on or before the earlier of (a) the date the 
donor files an income tax return or (b) the due date for filing the income tax return. 
 

Non-Cash Contributions 
Examples are publicly traded securities, vehicles, clothing and household items.  The amount of the charitable con-
tribution is generally the fair market value of the property at the time of the contribution, but there are situations 
where this is not the case.  The donor must obtain and keep a receipt from the charitable organization for any non-
cash contribution, even amounts valued by the donor at less than $250.  The donor is responsible for determining 
the fair market value of a non-cash contribution. The acknowledgement prepared by the charitable organization 
does not state the value.  Non-cash contributions are not entered into the Contributions section of LOTH's account-
ing system. Therefore, the quarterly and annual statements of contributions do not include non-cash contributions.  
There are additional rules for non-cash contributions valued at $500 or more and $5,000 or more. Please refer to the 
Additional Resources below. 
 

Quid Pro Quo contributions 
A quid pro quo contribution is a payment that a donor makes to a charitable organization partly as a contribution 
and partly for goods or services. If you receive a benefit as a result of making a contribution to a charitable organi-
zation, you can deduct only the amount of your contribution that is more than the value of the benefit you receive. 
An example at LOTH is a National Youth Gathering fund raiser in which a donor gives LOTH $100 and receives 
desserts valued at $40. In this example, the charitable contribution part of the payment is $60.  IRS rules require 
that a charitable organization must give a donor a disclosure statement for a quid pro quo contribution over $75. 
The statement must inform the donor that the amount of the contribution that is deductible is limited to the contri-
bution less the fair market value of the goods or services received by the donor. The disclosure must also contain 
the value of the nondeductible portion of the contribution.  In the example above, even though the deductible part 
of the payment is not more than $75, a disclosure statement must be given to the donor by LOTH because the do-
nor's total payment (i.e., quid pro quo contribution) is more than $75. 
 

Additional Resources 
For more information about contributions, refer to IRS Publication 526, Charitable Contributions, and IRS Publica-
tion 561, Determining the Value of Donated Property.  These publications are available online at IRS.gov. 

 

Roger Nelson, LOTH Financial Secretary     Paul Hough Treasurer 
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Main Points of December 8,2009 Church Council Minutes 
Agenda 

ID 
  
Main Points, Conclusions/Discussions, Decisions, Next Steps 

1 Meeting was called to order at 6:35pm. Pastor led us in devotion Luke Chapter 2  vs 1-7 and opened with prayer. 

2 
Agenda Review: Dennis asked if we have a Funeral Policy. Michael asked Elders to please work through that and 
bring to council. 

3 Motion was made to approve the Minutes for November 10 by John. S/C 

4  Motion for approval of Treasurers Report for October was made by Dennis. S/C 

5 No Action Items 

6 

Business Manager Update: The bill was received for the maintenance for the color copier. For a 3 month period the 
total was 29,000 copies (mostly for the Capitol Campaign) Cost for the period of 8-19-2009 to 11-18-2009 was 
$2,460.98. This is twice as much as previously billed. Maureen would like to expense half to the Property Develop-
ment Fund and half from the Copier/Maintenance account for the year.  Motion was made that half of the copier 
expenses from August 19 to November 18th be charged to Property Development Fund in the amount of $1230. 
S/C 
2) Question about which account should the speaker/monitors for the Contemporary Choir come from. Total cost 
$576. Designated Funds- Furnishings or Property- Capital Improvement?  Dennis suggested that expenses should go 
through Brian Theaker. Dennis will address expenses with Brian and where the funds should come from.  Treasurer 
recommended the Furnishings Funds or Capital Improvements. 
3)  May Voter’s Meeting Date will be May 16th, 12:30pm. 
4)  Question about the amount the Appreciation Team might expense from the Property Development Fund for mail-
ings. (approx $200)  Also future expenses? Spending limit? Paul said to use Misc. Publicity Expenses. 
5)  A list of Elders and assigned families are to be posted according to church constitution and bylaws. Maureen will 
ask Dorothy to post the lists. Voter’s Meetings Minutes Summary is already posted in the Beacon. 
6)  Question about entrance lights at the ends of the parking lots. Pastor said the parking lot is dark and more light 
would be good. Will said lighting by the modular is something he would be in favor of. Minutes will be searched go-
ing back at least 4 years, by secretary, to see if any motion was made and email Council with findings. 

7 

Legal and Finance: nothing 
Fellowship: nothing 
Endowment: Bylaws are with the attorney. 
Property Enhancement: 

8 Memorial Fund Transfer: Roger sent email to Michael regarding money transfer.   Motion was made to transfer $ 
2033.64 from Memorial Fund to Property Development Account. S/C 

9 

Alcohol Policy: Connie said the leaders of the Christmas Dinner wanted to allow wine with dinner. Since there is no 
specific LOTH Alcohol Policy and this has been a confusing issue for quite some time at LOTH, the Legal and Fi-
nance Committee was tasked to create a Policy ASAP.  Council agreed to move forward with the Christmas Dinner as 
planned by a show of hands. Dennis suggested that since the wine is being donated by a private individual we make 
sure people at the event are notified the wine is not provided by the church. 

10 

Building Program Recommendations: Paul said we should have roughly $1,050,000.He will work on the scenarios 
for potential loans in order to make a recommendation to the Voter’s. The next meeting we will spend time discussing 
what to bring to the Voter’s Meeting, including operating expenses. Will suggested we get some bids from Building 
Gods Way so we have an idea. Dennis said we should talk to Mark and Brian about getting bids together with the 
plans that we already have. 

      11 
Special Voter’s Assembly: Michael said the Voter’s Meeting will be Jan. 17th 12:30pm Agenda will be the Property 
Program with recommendation on what the next phase will be. Endowment Bylaws and Scholarship Policy will also 
be brought to the voter’s. Information to be in the Bulletin and Beacon. Also a mailing to go out before the meeting. 

      11 

Special Voter’s Assembly: Michael said the Voter’s Meeting will be Jan. 17th 12:30pm Agenda will be the Property 
Program with recommendation on what the next phase will be. Endowment Bylaws and Scholarship Policy will also 
be brought to the voter’s. Information to be in the Bulletin and Beacon. Also a mailing to go out before the meeting. 

      12   

      13   

      14   

    

98   

99 Vicar closed with prayer and meeting adjourned at 8:10pm 
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JJUNIORUNIOR H H IGHIGH  Y YOUTHOUTH! !   
Sunday, January 3, 1-3pm: Youth at church! Bring your bible, a friend, and get 

ready to explore what God’s Word says about New Year’s Resolutions! 
Sunday, January 24, 1-3pm: Lazer Tag!! Bring $10 and wear dark clothing to 

have fun with your friends! Sign up on Annie’s door so we get enough drivers! You 
must have a signed permission form! 

High School Events! 
Sunday, January 10, 1-3pm: Youth at church! Bring 
your Bible, a friend, a snack and get ready to have fun 

and dive into the Bible as we begin a study on Job!   

AALLLL  Y YOUTHOUTH!!   
Sunday, January 31, 2-4pm: Pointe Palmero & Eskaton Worship Service.  

We will be going to Pointe Palmero (Home for Alzheimer’s patients near Eskaton in Cameron 
Park) and fellowship with some residents, and also provide worship for them. Then we will go 
to Eskaton and do worship there as well. This is a great service opportunity to share the love 

of Jesus with others. Sign up on Annie’s door. Musicians needed!! 
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